News Release
Piedmont Propulsion Systems Becomes First Independent Propeller
Maintenance Facility to Offer Complete Model 568F Compression Wrap
Removal and Application Services

Winston-Salem, NC, May 5, 2020 – Piedmont Propulsion Systems, LLC (“PPS”), a wholly owned
subsidiary of First Aviation Services Inc., announced today that it has become the world’s first
independent Maintenance, Repair and Overhaul facility to offer complete Major Inspection support
for the Model 568F propeller installed on the Next-Gen ATR family of turboprop aircraft, including
the removal and re-application of the blade compression wrap.
PPS worked tirelessly with support of the Federal Aviation Administration to pursue the release of
the blade compression wrap removal and application process instructions, which were previously
restricted to OEM-licensed facilities. “This represents a significant victory for PPS,” according to
Sammy Oakley, PPS’s Vice President and General Manager. “PPS’s ability to offer a complete
568F solution is a significant benefit to all ATR operators, as there is now a FAA- and EASAcertified competitor in the marketplace that can offer reduced lead-times and provide a high quality,
cost-effective solution.” PPS will perform the compression wrap removal and application using
OEM instructions, which were not previously made available to operators or independent repair
stations. Joshua Krotec, Senior Vice President of parent company First Aviation Services Inc.
expressed appreciation for FAA’s efforts, saying “we thank FAA for enforcing the law, which
requires that Instructions for Continued Airworthiness be made available to all those – including
operators and repair stations – who need to comply.”
PPS’s 568F compression wrap removal and application services are available effective
immediately to all operators, either as part of any PPS propeller maintenance contract (including
cost per flight hour programs), or on an ad hoc basis. PPS, which has been authorized to perform
major inspections of the 568F for over five years, previously subcontracted the compression wrap
removal and replacement tasks to an OEM-authorized facility, which unnecessarily increased costs
and turn times.
around times.

PPS now performs these tasks in-house, significantly reducing cost and turn-

ATR operators are encouraged to contact Paul Bolton at pbolton@piedmontpropulsion.com to
schedule 568F blade Major Inspection services.
About Piedmont Propulsion Systems, LLC (www.piedmontpropulsion.com)
Piedmont Propulsion Systems, LLC (“PPS”), a subsidiary of First Aviation Services Inc., is a world
leader in propeller MRO for regional, corporate, and military aircraft. PPS holds FAA & EASA
Propeller Class 1 and Class 2 Propeller Repair Station ratings for all Dowty, Hamilton, Hartzell and
McCauley propellers. PPS is also a Hartzell recommended service facility. PPS is the only facility
in the world with FAA/EASA certification to overhaul all ATR and Dash 8 / Q400 propeller types,
including the Hamilton 568F and Dowty R408 propeller. PPS also supports out-of-production
propellers including the Hamilton 14SF/RF, Saab 340, Fokker 27/50/60, EMB-120 & DHC-6
platforms. More information may be found at www.piedmontpropulsion.com.

About First Aviation Services Inc.® (www.firstaviation.com)
First Aviation Services Inc. (“FAvS”), headquartered in Westport, Connecticut, is a leading provider
of component repair and overhaul, PMA parts manufacturing and rotables management to the
aviation industry worldwide.

FAvS’s principal operating subsidiaries are: Aerospace Turbine

Rotables, Inc. (“AeTR”) and Evōlution Aerospace, Inc. (“EVO”) in Wichita, KS, Piedmont Propulsion
Systems, LLC (“PPS”) in Winston-Salem, NC and Aviation Blade Services, Inc. (“ABS”) in
Kissimmee, FL. Together, the companies repair and overhaul Landing Gear systems, Flight
Controls, Actuation Systems, Lighting, Power Supplies, Oxygen and Fire Suppression systems,
Hydrostatic Testing, Crew Masks, all Dowty, Hamilton, Hartzell and McCauley propellers and
Sikorsky rotor blades. More information about FAvS and its subsidiaries may be found on the
company’s website www.firstaviation.com.
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Paul Bolton
Piedmont Propulsion Systems, LLC
pbolton@piedmontpropulsion.com
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